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redistributed to other counties. That needs to change.

Williamson County is one of three counties in the state that produces more than twice of the tax
revenues it receives back from the state. Another bill I would consider a priority would cap that
amount at no more than double.

4. The RNC recently issued a resolution on Election Integrity which encourages the
use of secure, hand-marked paper ballots. Read the resolution here.

a. Where do you stand on this resolution?

b. If you support the resolution and are elected, how will you ensure that it is enacted?

c. If you do not support the resolution, why not?

d. Would you advocate for appointing election commissioners who support this resolution?

I believe in the conservative bedrock principle of local control. The Heritage Foundation has ranked
Tennessee #1 in election security in the nation, because Tennessee election integrity law is strong and
comprehensive; we’ve already implemented the measures the resolution suggests. The RNC’s
election integrity efforts should be focused on states where we know there are issues with ballot
harvesting, drop boxes, universal mail-in ballots, and people going door to door taking votes. None of
this is permitted in Tennessee.

Every vote cast in Williamson County since 2019 has been on a voter-verified paper ballot. We
require citizenship and verified photo identification, and we provide both convenience and security.
Humans are neither timely nor accurate, and hand-counting and interpreting ballots would be a step
backward. We should all remember Tennessee’s “Hopewell Ballot” days.
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legislation that mandates feasibility studies prior to zoning changes of more than 5
acres? These studies might include -- but are not limited to -- studies on

infrastructure, environmental impact, imminent domain, gentrification, and taxes.
I would not be willing to pass any legislation that removes control from Williamson County; the last
thing we need is Nashville micromanaging Williamson County. The state doesn’t have any business
regulating local zoning. Of our 95 counties, Williamson is one of only a handful of counties to have
maintained a AAA bond rating, and when you look at the total assessed value of property in

Williamson County, our debt load is akin to a $10K mortgage on a $600K home. Considering that the
vast majority of our debt is at very low interest rates — much around three percent, and in some cases
less than one percent — these are wise investments that allow us to accommodate growth instead of
raising taxes.

8. What is your position on mass transportation?

We should leverage technology in every way possible instead of working to build multi-billion-
dollar mass transit systems that will be obsolete by the time they are actually completed many
years later. Other common-sense approaches could encourage staggered commute times, rural
broadband that facilitates remote work, signal optimization, etc.

9. What are parental rights? If your interpretation of these rights were challenged,
how would you defend them? More specifically, what is the source of these rights, or
from where are they derived?

Parental rights are God-given, and absolute unless they cross into parental abuse. We have

truancy laws that were put into place in the 1920s and ‘30s to prevent parents from taking kids out

of school to help work, as the impact on the child of the loss of formal education would be

tantamount to abuse — the child would be set up to fail for life. But within reasonable boundaries,

parents should be free to raise children as they see best. My wife and | raised two children now in
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a. What does “shall not infringe” mean to you?

It means exactly what it says — the late Justice Antonin Scalia famously said that the Constitution
says what it says, and it doesn’t say what it doesn’t say. It was written very carefully to be clear and
precise.

b. Since the Covenant shooting there has been a lot of discussion about red flag laws and
ERPO. At what point do these types of legislation infringe on 2nd Amendment rights?
They infringe when they infringe on due process. The American legal system is based on what a reasonable
person would think, and a law is not considered full and final until it has been adjudicated by the Supreme
Court. I think we can all agree that we wouldn’t want to be on an airplane full of armed passengers, any
more than we would want everyone to bring a long gun in to the chambers of the General Assembly. There
are reasonable standards that help protect the citizenry without infringing on our right to protect ourselves.

12. There is an “ethics and campaign finance reform” bill that seeks to force
501(C)4’s to divulge a list of their donors before an election. In your estimation, is
this a legitimate effort to stop “dark money”, or is it an attempt to stifle opposition

and suppress previously protected free speech?

All of these "defund the police” and Hamas type demonstrations that appear to be funded with
George Soros money, but it is not required to be disclosed. Our great Senator Howard Baker said if
you can’t vote for me, you shouldn’t be able to give to me. Out-of-state and out-of-district dark
money is a real problem, here and everywhere.

13. Would you support making nongovernment agencies that receive government
funding subject to public records requests? Why or why not?
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reason, and there is no need to give voice to extreme activists and their frivolous bills. Robert’s
Rules of Order have worked well for a long time — if a bill doesn’t get a second, the committee
doesn’t deem it worthy of debate. If you don’t like the makeup of the committee, then vote them
out.

16. In the interest of supporting small government, would you support a house rule
to reduce the number of bills brought forward in the house from 15 to 10? Why, or
why not?

Yes, | would. Less government is better government. As a businessman, | believe in getting by with

less, and the Legislature should be no different. I’d like to see it go back to eight.






